
American Life in the “Roaring Twenties”.

I. American fear of Communist Russia begins in 1919-20.
A. Bolshevik Revolution occurred in 1917 in Russia
1. The Red Scare of 1919-20 in US was American fear of Communist expansion.
2. This was a nation wide crusade, led by Attorney General A Mitchell Palmer, which sought out left-wingers whose Americanism was suspect.
3. Various states joined against radicals.  State Legislatures passed criminal syndicalism laws, which made unlawful the mere advocacy of violence to secure social change.
4. 1920-5 freely elected members of the NY Legislature were denied their seats because they were socialists.
5. Conservative business leaders used the Red Scare to break the backs of unions. 
B. Rise of the KKK
1. The new KKK was anti-foreign, anti-catholic, anti-black, anti-jewish, anti-pacifist, and ant-communist.
2. The Klan spread through the midwest and bible belt.
3. By the mid 1920’s there were 5 million members.
II. Immigration
A. In the 1920’s America wanted to stay isolated and limit the number of immigrants.
1. Emergency Quota Act of 1921: Immigrants from Europe were restricted in any given year to a quota, which was set at 3%.
2. Immigration Act of 1924 replaced the act of 192 and lowered the quota to 2%.
3. Prior to these acts US welcomed immigrants.

